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Vaisakha crops were reaped in April-May42 and this
corresponds to the rabi crops. The agricultural year was
thus divided into two different periods. One is from June
to October which corresponds roughly with the south-west
Monsoon proper. The other is the cold-weather months
of November, December, January and February. The
sowing of Karthika crop began with the first rains of
South-West Monsoon which was known in Kamataka as
Mungar rain, Tolakarl in Rayalaseema and the sowing of
Vaisakha crop began with later monsoon which was called
Hingar rain43. Harvesting of two crops in a year and
rotation of crops were known to the peasants44. The
above comparative study of seasonal division of crops in
Rayafaseema and in Karnataka indicate certain common
traditions in the area of agricultural production.

RayaJaseeroa did not produce pepper and other
spices. Probably spices were imported into Rayalaseema
from their production sources in Karnataka. The
contemporary sources refer to this aspect. In coastal
regions of Karnataka, according to Nuniz, pepper was
produced in large quantities45. The fact that some of the
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